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Lavaca-Navidad River Authority

Clean Rivers Program

2005 Steering Committee Meeting

July 26, 2005

The annual CRP Steering Committee Meeting was held in the Lavaca-Navidad River Authority (LNRA) Meeting Room located at 4631 F. M. 3131, Edna, Texas on July 26, 2005.  The Lavaca Basin Steering Committee provides guidance on the use of resources from the Clean Rivers Program.  The Steering Committee allows LNRA to gain insight from local stakeholders and expertise from such members as Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPW), Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), United States Geological Survey (USGS), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB), and State and County Agricultural agencies.  Input from the Committee allows LNRA to prioritize water quality issues and determine the most effective water quality monitoring program. 

Attending from LNRA: 

Sylvia Balentine, Water Quality Division


Chad Kinsfather, Water Quality Division


Patrick Brzozowski, General Manager

Doug Anders, Water Resource Manager

Karen Gregory, Assistant to the General Manager

Ronald Kubecka, Vice President, LNRA Board of Directors

Willard Ulbricht, LNRA Board of Directors

B.J. Jimenez, LNRA Board of Directors
 

Others Attending: 

Stephanie Marr, Buddy Miller and George Ozuna, USGS

Kelly Long, Formosa Plastics

Pat Radloff, Texas Parks & Wildlife

Emmett Gloyna, Jackson County Navigation District

Gregg Easley, TCEQ

Chad W. Ahlgren, TCEQ

Aaron Wendt, TSSWCB

Harrison Stafford II, Jackson County Judge

Stephen Twidwell, TPW

Lois Weiss, Citizen

Bob Weiss, LRWPG

Donna Brandes, Formosa Plastics

Allison Woodall, TCEQ

John Findeisen, Texas Parks & Wildlife

Cory  Horan, TCEQ

Richard Eyster, Texas Department of Agriculture

Patrick Brzozowski opened the meeting at 1:10 p.m. Brzozowski welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.  Sylvia Balentine welcomed the attendees.  Attendees introduced themselves. 

Balentine introduced Gregg Easley of Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  Easley gave a presentation on the Use Attainability Analysis (UAA) long-term study that is being conducted in the upper Lavaca River.  The attendees discussed the study including the dissolved oxygen monitoring and biological sampling.

Bob Weiss introduced the possibility of local students within the Basin collecting data for the studies.  Balentine and Woodall explained that due to strict quality assurance and quality control issues, sampling conducted by students could not be used for this particular study. Balentine informed Weiss that LNRA supports the volunteer environmental monitoring of the Texas Watch program in Jackson County by providing monitoring kits and supplies to Ken Barton, Edna middle school science teacher who for over 10 years has taken his students to perform water sampling in Lake Texana. Balentine expressed interest in implementing an acceptable program in other schools.  Weiss suggested that he would discuss with the appropriate school personnel in Lavaca County to perhaps further this possibility.

Balentine introduced George Ozuna of United States Geological Survey (USGS).  He presented the group a Power Point presentation on emerging contaminants (hormones, pharmaceuticals, over the counter drugs, etc.) passing unchanged through wastewater and water treatment plants.  A handout was available for the group’s review. 

Balentine gave a Power Point presentation on the Clean Rivers Program and Work Plan.  The presentation included water quality objectives and priorities. 

Balentine informed the group of the FY 2006-2007 Clean Rivers Program Work Plan which includes:


 
Project Administration



Quality Assurance

 

Water Quality Monitoring



Data Management



Data Analysis and Reporting



Stakeholder Participation and Public Outreach  

Balentine discussed the 2005 Lavaca Basin Highlights Report and solicited comments or questions from the group. Most people in attendance had a month earlier received a printed copy of the 2005 Basin Highlights Report and had been asked to bring any questions or comments to this meeting.   Copies were distributed for those in attendance who had not received them or wanted additional copies.   Balentine asked for comments and/or suggestions for future reports.

Balentine presented to the group the proposed FY 2006 water quality monitoring schedule and sites.  Kubecka moved to approve the proposed FY2006 water quality monitoring schedule and sites as presented.  Jimenez seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Balentine discussed the monitoring in the Guadalupe/Lavaca and Colorado/Lavaca Basins.  This information was provided in response to the request of a steering committee member.    

Balentine requested suggestions to increase public participation.  Bob Weiss reiterated the importance of public awareness of water quality issues.  He suggested participation through school involvement.  Lois Weiss recommended public awareness and education of water quality importance with information available on the residential/household level.  Brzozowski suggested that water quality issues and information be a part of the quarterly water conservation newsletter published by LNRA.  This one page newsletter is distributed to cities, schools, counties, etc. in the Lavaca Basin. Public awareness and participation through the local newspapers and community service groups was also discussed.

The group was given the opportunity for an open discussion.

Balentine expressed appreciation on behalf of LNRA to all who attended.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:00 p. m. 
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